
OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE 2
ND

 QUARTERLY DIALOGUE ON YOUTH, PEACE 

AND SECURITY HELD ON THE 20
TH

 JUNE 2019 AT THE AMERICAN CORNER, 

CCHUB, SABO-YABA, LAGOS STATE 

The dialogue commenced effectively with the national anthem, federal republic 

of Nigeria at exactly 11:20am. The moderator Mr. Chris Ibe welcomed and 

appreciated everyone for making out time to attend the dialogue aimed at 

sharing ideas and experiences with a view to finding necessary solutions to the 

increasing menace of corruption, crime and widespread violence across our 

communities. Speakers and guests who were available at the point were 

introduced to the general applause of the audience. 

A goodwill message and introduction of American Corner was presented by Mrs. 

Stephany Adesanya who while stating the benefits of membership invited 

participants to register with library and participate in American Corner activities, 

OPENING REMARKS: 

Ambassador Obuesi Phillips, the Global Director of Community Agenda for 

Peace was invited for his welcome address. Amb. Obuesi in his address outlined 

extant challenges facing the country presently especially in the areas of youth, 

peace and security. 

Amb. Obuesi said that the increasing number of conflicts and threat to peace are 

occasioned by prevailing atmosphere of mutual suspicion. He said that resource 

governance remains at  the  core  of  these conflicts,  frequently  overlaid  by  

ethnic  polarization,  socioeconomic  tensions  and  poor  governance.  

He therefore asked the rhetorical question “How do we make our society more 

peaceful, just and inclusive?” He further asked, “How do we support innovative 

confidence-building and help create an environment conducive to fostering 

public peace, stability and human security?” He concluded that promoting public 

peace and preventing conflicts  requires  the  participation  of  all  segments and 

sectors  of  society  in  identifying  and  implementing workable  and  lasting  

solutions. 

Finally, Amb. Obuesi posits that while 2030 Agenda contains the shared 

commitment from all UN member States to keeping people safe, ensuring the 

fair administration of justice in accordance with the rule of law, and to building 

genuinely inclusive societies that provide people a voice in decision-making 

processes that affect them, the UN Security Council Resolution 2250 on the other 

hand portrays the youth as partners in preventing violence, countering violent 

extremism and building peace.  



We need to build on the momentum of agenda 2030 and UNSCR 2250 together 

and start a civil society driven movement across Nigeria to get government’s 

integration of young people into decision making processes especially as it relates 

to issues bothering on public peace and conflict prevention. 

PANEL DISCUSSIONS: 

The panellists were in agreement that Nigerian citizens, especially the youth are 

faced with an uncertain future which has bred fear, mistrust and actual violence. 

Added to these situations are economic hardship and other socio-cultural 

fundamentals resulting into youth involvement in corruption, drugs and crime.  

The following points models were suggested by the panellists in addressing the 

challenges noticed: 

1. THE FAMILY ADVOCACY – Everyone constituting himself as a nuisance 

today was once a child. If the young person has had proper upbringing, 

the child will not grow to become a nuisance to the society. 

 

2. FORMAL AND INFORMAL EDUCATION – Educational curriculum in 

today’s schools are not security and peace oriented but designed to 

engender competition. 

 

3. REWARDING GOOD BEHAVIOUR – When we reward good behaviours 

people are minded to do the right things. Then at the same time prosecute 

defaulters. We must punish and prosecute defaulters, our refusal to reject 

and expose crimes remains a strong driver and incentive for corruption in 

Nigeria. 

 

4. CULTURAL ORIENTATION – Nigerians have a very lackadaisical attitude 

to corruption. Nigerians applaud criminals in the open, including the 

government who venerate and celebrate criminals. So how do we ask the 

youth not to engage in crime?   

 

5. SAFE SPACES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO THRIVE: It was observed that 

lack of hubs and safe spaces or what we call youth centres where young 

people can gather, network and share development based ideas accounts 

for some of the challenges. Sports centres and youth centres are lacking in 

our communities thus leaving our youth vulnerable to gathering at illicit 

crack (Indian hemp) joints. 

 

6. CHANGE IN OUR MENTALITY, ORIENTATION AND PHSOCHOLOGY: 

Nigerians are now brazen, about corruption because people at the top 



that ought to arrest the situation are doing the same thing. Change ought 

to be factual and actual, but what we presently have in Nigeria is change 

in disguise. 

 

PARTICIPANTS INTERVENTIONS: 

The dialogue afforded participants the opportunity to make their interventions 

on the causes behind the threats young people are facing today in order to 

discover real solutions across all levels.  

 Applauding ill-gotten wealth: The widespread mind-set among Nigerian 

youth today is to applaud ill-gotten wealth. We cannot be looking for 

solutions when we celebrate politicians, musicians, musicians and other 

professionals who flaunt ill-gotten wealth. 

 

 Need to sanction entertainment industry: Most responses from 

participants called for a sanction of the Nigerian entertainment industry 

for their roles in promoting corruption and crime among our youth 

populations through their music videos etc. 

 

 Addressing crime and violence in politics: Present day politics in Nigeria is 

dependent on political parties/politicians who knowingly fund corruption, 

crime and drugs for their supporters during political rallies and campaigns. 

Participants urged that campaigns be commenced directed against these 

politicians especially. 

 

 Integrating young people into acts of governance: It was widely agreed 

by participants that young people execute violence and crime, therefore 

young people should be at the forefront of resolving and curbing the 

challenges. 

CONCLUSION: 

Amb. Obuesi Phillips was full of gratitude to the panellists, and participants for 

their contributions to the success of the dialogue. He pledged to make the report 

available to all registered participants, the government, the entertainment sector 

and other relevant stakeholders. He further promised to ensure that future 

dialogues will have sufficient time for audience participation. 

The next dialogue will hold first week of September 2019, and participants are 

urged to adequately prepare themselves and their organisation to ensure a result 

oriented participation. 


