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Response to the Release by the West Africa Commission on Drugs, UNAIDS and the 

Global Commission on Drug Policy urging for a 'Model Drug Law for West Africa' 
 

We are appalled that the name and insignia of an agency of the United Nations can be affixed to a 

document that is riddled with falsehood, negates realities in the West African region and seeks to 

subvert the compliance and promotion of International Conventions relating to substance use. 

Fully conscious of their domestic and local peculiarities, some of which include the following: 

 

a) extremely weak public health infrastructure and capacity which leaves the region grappling 

with basic health care challenges, such as high child and maternal health mortality rates, and 

access to childhood vaccinations and immunization, preventing the spread of communicable 

diseases; 

b) a high percentage of infants, children and youth in their national populations (on the average 

tilting over the 80% margin), a vulnerable age bracket easily susceptible to negativism, and 

thus in need of protection by society; 

c) the need to protect children from drug use as enunciated in Article 33 of the Convention on 

the Rights of the Child; 

d) poor justice sector delivery and intervention systems; 

e) weak public regulatory institutions which makes the tracking and enforcement of tertiary 

concessions, such as those to be accorded if marijuana were to be ’decriminalized'; 

f) and the paucity of resources in the region in the face of an avalanche of needs, thus requiring a 

need to prioritize prevention in addressing issues of drug use, while recognizing the health 

care 

g) concerns of persons who use drugs. 

 

The States in the West African sub-region have maintained drug laws which are in compliance with 

the existing international conventions on substance abuse and sufficiently serve to protect the 

populations of the region. Without doubt, periodic reviews of laws are necessary and ongoing to keep 

abreast of domestic changes– and needs related to the realities of the region. 

A peculiarity unique to the African region, and West African region in particular, is the recognition of 

Peoples' Rights. Whilst taking into consideration the need to protect individual rights, African (and 

West African) countries are mandated to also take into consideration Communal or Peoples' Rights. 

This is demonstrated by the existence of an African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights and a West 

African Community Court of Justice. Thus, efforts to simply view Justice and Human Rights from an 

'individual perspective' to the exclusion of the Peoples' or Communal Rights negates the underlining 

ethos of the region. 

 

The following arise and are embedded in the Release by the consortium of West Africa Commission 

on Drugs, UNAIDS and the Global Commission on Drug Policy calling for "model drug law 

offer(ing) a measured way for decriminalizing drug use and possession for personal use by introducing 

thresholds": 

1. In the absence of any national or region-wide research or data collation exercise, it is 

preposterous to assert that drug laws in West Africa are not having the ‘intended effect'. 

Whatsoever perceived 

a. increase in drug use and drug trafficking has not taken into account the exponential growth in 

the 

b. population of the West African region - with infants, children and the youth in some countries 

in the 

c. region, accounting for up to 80% of national populations. 
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2. Due to an ineffective justice delivery sector, across the West African region, persons in pre-

trial 

d. detention (awaiting trial for all sorts of crimes) account for upwards of 80% of prison 

population. Thus, the associating rise in prison populations to 'drug-related offenses' is at best 

imaginary. 

3. The age-old hierarchical structure prevailing in the West African region will unwittingly 

expose infants, children and youths to drugs if a policy of decriminalization is adopted. 

4. Decriminalization, in the face of the prevailing near total absence of regulatory mechanisms 

and weak public health infrastructure in West Africa, will exacerbate already dire indices of 

development and growth prevailing in the region, leading to further doom for the region. 

5. The ongoing growing recognition across West Africa of substance misuse and addiction as a 

health 

e. issue, and efforts to streamline treatment thereof alongside other existing platforms such as 

HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis amongst others, is encouraged and should be strengthened. 

 

In conclusion, the decriminalization and legalization of drugs and their use normalize and increase 

drug use which increase the already high public health and safety burdens. In turn this encourages the 

illegal drug market. The UN treaties must be upheld in support of global as well as regional anti-drug 

efforts. 

 

What is needed is strong and sustained supply reduction efforts to combat illegal drug trafficking and 

demand reduction, beginning with renewed prevention efforts. Strong public education—especially 

but not only directed to youth – about the dangers of drug use and the threat of drug sales pose to 

families, communities, nations and the West African sub-region is needed now. In addiction to that, 

prevention interventions need to be combined with public health promotion centered around well-

being of people instead of just avoiding harm. Addiction to drugs is a modern form of chemical 

slavery. Prevention is the major public health priority. Decriminalization and legalization of drugs are 

anathema to the public health. 

 

We the undersigned hereby call upon the States of the West African region to denounce the calls for 

the decriminalization of drugs as contained in the so-called 'Model Drug Law for West Africa' as 

presented to the Ministers of Health on the sidelines of the 72nd session of the World Health 

Assembly. 

 

i. The decriminalization and legalization of drugs and their use normalize and increase drug 

use which increases the already high public health and safety burdens. In turn this 

encourages the illegal drug market. The UN treaties must be upheld in support of global as 

well as regional anti-drug efforts.  

ii. What is needed is strong and sustained supply reduction efforts to combat illegal drug 

trafficking and demand reduction, beginning with renewed prevention efforts. Strong 

public education—especially but not only directed to youth – about the dangers of drug 

use and the threat of drug sales pose to families, communities, nations and the West 

African sub-region is needed now.  

iii. In addition to that, prevention interventions need to be combined with public health 

promotion centered around well-being of people instead of just avoiding harm. Addiction 

to drugs is a modern form of chemical slavery.  

iv. Prevention is the major public health priority.  

v. Decriminalization and legalization of drugs are anathema to the public health. 
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Sincerely,  
   

 
 

Kasirye Rogers   Eze Eluchie 

Uganda Youth Development Link People Against Drug Dependence & Ignorance  

Board Member WFAD  Board Member WFAD 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Esbjörn Hörnberg 

International President 

World Federation Against drugs  
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