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Commercial marijuana: context in “legal” states.

Advertisements promote high potency.

An industry has popped up.
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Opportunities abound amid misinformation campaigns.

Science is being manipulated.
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Recent studies show a significant change coinciding 

with marijuana commercialization across the U.S.
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Studies documenting the rise in potency 
have shown incredible jumps in plant 
potency as well as the potency of 
increasingly popular concentrates.

• The marijuana flower, which is often referred to 
as a harmless plant by the industry, is being
engineered to pack a more potent punch.

• Concentrates deliver much higher levels of 
potency and are often advertised as containing 
between 70-99% THC. They also becoming 
more popular due to consumer demand.

• Even still, potency trends are understudied



6©

Potent forms of marijuana and highly potent products are 

beginning to dominate the commercial marijuana market.

Oregon Liquor Control Commission, 2020

High Times, 2018
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Association Between Recreational Marijuana Legalization in the United 

States and Changes in Marijuana Use and Cannabis Use Disorder From 

2008 to 2016

Aged 12 to 17 Aged 26 or Older

Before Legalization After Legalization

CUD increased ~25%

CUD increased ~37%

Cerda et. al., 2019
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An increasing number of suicide victims in Colorado have 

marijuana-positive toxicology reports.
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Perceptions of risk associated with marijuana use are low, 

particularly among younger age groups.
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Use rates are high. In particular, younger age groups are using 

marijuana more frequently.
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After modest declines for several years, near daily marijuana 

use is increasing among 8th, 10th, and 12th graders.
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Near daily use of marijuana among 8th, 10th, and 12th graders 

outpaces near daily cigarette use and near daily alcohol use.
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Youth past year and past month use is higher in states where

marijuana is “legal.”
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The future of marijuana policy must be coordinated such that 

the focus remains on science-based answers. 

And the approach must be global.

• There is no reason for the commercialization of marijuana that supersedes the harms it poses. 

• More fact-based and scientifically motivated research must be conducted to understand the medicinal 
qualities of certain components of marijuana. 

• There must be a greater effort to educate the public on the scientifically-settled facts of the harms of 
marijuana use. 

• Efforts to curb growing youth use rates must be prioritized. 

• Legalization cannot be permitted until more is known about the consequences of marijuana use. 




