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Peace and Coexistence Short Film Festival in Sulaymaniyah
September 21 ,22 ,23 ,2022

Day 1:

The "Peace and Coexistence Short-film Festival" began on 
September 21 ,2022, which was also the International Day of  Peace. 
The event took place in the KRI's capital of  culture; Sulaymaniyah.  

The event began with speeches from:

Dr. Hisham Daoud, the prime minister's 
advisor and head of  CDSP

Dr. Mohsen Adeeb, the director of  art and
culture for Sulaymaniyah

Dr. Saed Basheer Eskander, the advisor to
the minister of  culture

Mrs. Nadia Alawamleh, the social cohesion 
team leader for the UNDP

Mr. Bakhtyar Ahmad, the general director
of  CDO. 

The well-known figures and authorities who attended the event gave 
welcoming speeches in which they expressed their excitement about 
the start of  a festival that emphasizes encouraging peace, unity, and 
harmony among the many Iraqi groups. 1



Along with 20 foreign guest films, 29 Iraqi short films competing in the 
festival were screened on the second day of  the festival in the 
presence of  their directors and the professional selection committee.

The festival's third day began with a final statement from Mr. Bakhtyar 
Ahmad, general director of  CDO, was followed by a musical 
performance, and came to a close with the declaration of  the winners 
in each category. Five scholarly and professional Iraqi directors from 
various governorates made up the jury.

Day 2:

The movies were divided into three groups: 

Short Films

Animation

 Documentary

Day 3:

The followings were the winners:

- Best Short Film: The Wind Girl by Dana Kareen
- Best Animated Short Film: Ball by Uday Abdulkarim
- Best Documentary: She Was Not Alone by Husain Alsaid
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The well-known figures and authorities who attended the event gave 
welcoming speeches in which they expressed their excitement about 
the start of  a festival that emphasizes encouraging peace, unity, and 
harmony among the many Iraqi groups.

- The Mullah, a short film directed by Bahaa Alkadumi
- Free, an animated short film made by Sami Kaka
- Peace Journey, a documentary made by Sahir Mirza

In Addition, three honorable certificates were handed 
to 3 directors in each category:

In general, the festival was warmly accepted by 
the audience, directors, film makers, media 
channels, and foundations who came from 
various governorates in Iraq. There were around 
1200 people in the hall for the opening 
ceremony, and the event was covered by more 
than 15 media outlets, including TV stations, 
newspapers, and websites

Naz Aras
Project Manager
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We have seen firsthand the significance of  such 
a celebration, particularly in a multicultural and 
multi-religious nation like Iraq. We do suggest 
keeping this festival going year after year. This 
day will be observed annually as a national day 
to host distinct and varied perspectives of  our 
nation through the film industry in an effort to 
foster peace and unity.

Bakhtyar Ahmad
 CDO’s General Director
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We are attempting to travel to the 
majority of  Iraq's cities in order 
to get varied opinions from 
various people, determine their 
impact, and take appropriate 
action. This is one of  the most 
crucial project goals

Ayad Hamid
 Project Coordinator

Roundtable Discussions: Efforts
 to Adress Media Challenges 

Two roundtables from Basra and Dhiqar were successfully held in September.

20 individuals were present in Basra 

There were 25 participants in Dhiqar 

Professors from academic institutions, seasoned journalists, and 
representatives from foundations and institutes related to the media 
participated in the roundtable discussions to discuss the state of  the media in 
the governorate, the difficulties that journalists face, and suggestions for 
enhancing and developing the media in their regions.
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 Women in Conflict Areas Participate in Decision Making
Implemented by CDO, Pasawan Organizations in Partnership 

with UNWOMEN and funded by WPHF

Capacity Building Training for 20 CSOs in Kirkuk Governorate

Following their successful completion of  capacity-building training sessions for 
20 civil society groups held in Kirkuk's Daquq and Dibis districts, the first group 
of  trainees got certification of  participation. There were 40 employees present, 
representing a variety of  positions and duties related to the promotion of 
women's rights.
This course focuses on Resolution 1325, the Advocacy Campaign, Women's 
Empowerment, Democracy, and the Iraqi National Plan for Resolution 1325, and 
is part of  the Women's Participation from Disputed Areas in Decision-Making 
Process. 

The trainers were selected by a group made up of  CDO 
and Pasawan Organization members. They have a 
successful career, a large record of  achievements, and 
a wealth of  knowledge. Two representatives from each 
CSO have undergone rigorous training and are 
encouraged to take part in the project's effort to 
encourage women to enter the workfo

Hozan Sarkawt
 Project Manager
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The second office of  CDO hosted a meeting between CDO and Pasawan 
organization with a group of  civil society organizations in Kirkuk, Daquq district, 
and Dubz. The main topic was discussing and writing a number of 
memorandums with the aim of  directing them to the Iraqi government and Kirkuk 
governorate, emphasizing on increasing the number of  women in the 
decision-making process and their role in establishing peace and democracy on 
the border of  the province.

We are attempting to contact the CSOs that require our 
aid in expediting their operations to increase women 
participation in decision-making based on our 
expertise supporting women and well-known 
communication with stakeholders who are seeking 
including women in decision-making

Rozha Gharib
 Projects Coordinator

Efforts to Prepare Memorandums of  Supporting Women Rights
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The plants were watered three times in September because of  the recent 
weather changes and drop in temperature. A total of  810,000 liters of  water 
were utilized for each irrigation session. Proper plant watering is currently 
the project's key task till the hot weather subsides.

It's time to cease watering when the air 
and soil temperatures are regularly 
below 25C. Up until this time, we keep 
watering the plants to give them the 
best chance of  staying hydrated during 
the winter

Greening Up 50 Hectare
 of Goizha Mountain

An environmental project implemented by CDO 
and funded by Asiacell Company

Continued Summer Plant Irrigation

Fryad Taher
Project Monitor
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Coexistence and Social Cohesion Training in France

After completion of  the first phase of  the “Coexistence and Social Cohesion 
Camping” for 9 days in Erbil, with participation of  59 young participants from 
Iraq, the second phase of  the project started in Paris city of  France. The new 
phase sessions included first aid, religious and national coexistence, conflict 
management, gender equality, women role in decision making, the situation of 
youth and their role in the community. 

20 Ethnic diversities in Iraq including Kurds, Arabs, Turkmen, 
Assyrians, Chaldeans and others have participated in this 
phase. Our vision if  to establish new mechanisms to enable 
youth combat social differences, discrimination and engage 
them in our goals through promoting togetherness in Iraq

The General Director from France in a statement 
to CDO Media and Communication team:

9



The other days of  the training witnessed visits, workshops, seminars and 
open debates with various personnel and stakeholders:

Participants in the Peace and Coexistence program were hosted by 
France24 Channel. The channel's top management staff  welcomed the 
group and led them on a tour of  the main office.

Alan Torin, a French philosopher and sociologist, presented a topic on the 
history of  feminism to participants of  the Iraqi Youth Training Course on 
Peace and Peaceful Coexistence.

A visit to Louvre Museum in Paris.
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The program is akin to an intra-youth debate on social 
cohesion that aims to promote social cohesion, dispel 
stereotypes, avoid isolation by fortifying relationships, and 
discover commonalities in conversations between young 
people from various backgrounds

Kozhin Othman
 A participant from CDO

France24 Channel
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Sign Language Training Project: 
Generating 20 Sign Language Interpreters 
Implemented by CDO in partnership with the German Consulate 
General in Erbil and funded by the German Foreign Ministry

CDO and the General Directorate 
of  Social Welfare and 
Development in Sulaymaniyah, 
with the support of  the German 
Consulate General in Erbil, 
together started the project of 
developing a translating language 
of  reference to the unheard. The 
project provides the unheard-of 
help in meeting their demands 
when interacting with the courts 
and other KRG institutions.

The training sessions with in the 
scope of  the " The Unheard Can 
Defend Their Rights" project 
started in September. The major 
goal of  these training sessions is 
to generate 20 sign language 
interpreters and train them for 14 
weeks with the support of  a 
professional and experienced 
trainer.

With the support of  the German 
Consulate General and the German 
Foreign Ministry, CDO is the region's 
first humanitarian-local organization 
to conduct such a project. We thank 
the German Consulate and the KRG 
ministries for their assistance in 
carrying out this critical project

Bakhtyar Ahmad
CDO General Director
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We are available to help asylum 
seekers, refugees, IDPs, and HCs who 
require our legal support five days a 
week, from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm on each 
day

The Legal Service Department

 Provision of  Legal Aid in
 Humanitarian Setting

For refugees, internally displaced people, 
and the host community, CDO offers legal 
representation, consulting, advocacy, and 
follow-up services.

35 IDPs from Iraq and refugees from Syria, 
Iran, and Turkey received legal counsel 
from the attorneys at CDO in September. In 
addition, 46 clients received the right 
legal advice based on their need.

Abubakr Raof
Lawyer 13



Continuation of Supporting Refugees
 by the KRG’s Residence Directorate & CDO

During September,815 Syrian refugee families were able to receive or 
renew their residency permits due to CDO's facilitation, assistance, and the 
extraordinary work of  the government's Residency Directorate.

The Residence Directorate has established two bases in Arbat Refugee 
Camp and at CDO’s head office in Sulaymaniyah. Starting at the middle of 
February 2022, CDO serves as the home for the government's residency 
department, which is in charge of  issuing and renewing residence cards to 
Syrian refugees.

14



The Cultural Events Unit

Civil Development Organization (CDO) in the course of  a 
special gathering, guests, authors, and instructors made up a 
sizable portion of  the attendees as they introduced two books 
of  anthems, operas, and children's poetry that had been 
published in Amin Sapan.

CDO and the Youth Development Organization-YDO launched 
the book of  writer and poet Fryad Qaradaghi, which was read 
aloud by writer Jabbar Osman. At the end of  the ceremony, 
the poet read some poems to the guests and handed them a 
book with his autograph.

Ms. Rezan Hassan was a visitor from Kalar to the adorned 
garden of  Civil Development Organization-CDO to promote 
their newest product, "Women's Vision for Life." The author 
gave a synopsis of  the book to the attendees at the start of 
the event.

In Kirkuk city, with the support provided by CDO’s second 
office in the city, Ms. Nashmil Ali Barzinji presented her 
newest poetry book "Become Wind”.
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The Development Unit
Supporting Government Departments and Agencies 

Sulaymaniyah's Directorate of  Combating Violence received sound system 
equipment. The goal of  providing assistance is to make the directorate's 
activities easier and more productive. 

Provision of  stationary to a public primary school to promote and develop 
the quality of  education in the schools and ensure that students have proper 
access to education materials.

Assisting with the establishment of  public preschool playgrounds in 
Sulaymaniyah so that a greater number of  children can benefit from a 
cheerful atmosphere.

CDO, as one of  the largest local NGOs in 
Iraq's Kurdistan Region, has had a 
particular program for many years to 
support government-based institutions 
in improving their capacity to provide 
better services to citizens

Rozha Gharib
Projects Coordinator 16



CDO, has previously conducted different projects on 
preventing GBV and honor killing in the Kurdish society. 
We are delighted to have such a strong connection with 
the German Consulate in Erbil. We appreciate the 
assistance provided by their Foreign Affairs Ministry in 
Kurdistan Region of  Iraq to the local organizations

Bakhtyar Ahmad
 CDO’s General Director
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The German Federal Foreign Office
 organized placing women's rights in an 

 institutional context and protecting
women against domestic violence program

As a part of  its continues support to prevent GBV in the Iraqi 
community, the German Ministry of  Foreign Affairs organized a 
program under name “Placing women's rights in an institutional context 
and protecting women against domestic violence”. The General 
Director of  CDO participated in the program which was implemented by 
Goth Institute in Berlin from September 25th to October 1st.



CDO Partners


