
Between October 11th and 16th, 2022, the East and 
Central Africa Network Liaison Representative Paul, 
based in Nairobi, Kenya, visited, together with the Pro-
gramme Manager of the WFAD-DRC Office, Josué, 
Burundi, Rwanda, and Bukavu—DRC. On the way to 
Bukavu town, they passed through Bujumbura -  Burun-
di  - on October 12th to interact and share experiences 
and updates with the focal Network partner and Com-
munity Outreach Burundi (COB) founder, Elias Sibo-
niyo. Discussions regarded the common challenges of 
drugs and crime  at the Burundi-DRC common border 
and how best to approach the issues. The relevant 
point was creating effective collaborations with other 
civil societies working in the same domain located in 
bordering regions of East, South and North Ki-
vu regions. 
 

On October 13th, the road trip to Bukavu was taken 
together by the three, through Rwanda. On Friday 14th, 
the main forum between the Representatives of the 
partners working in the field of Drug prevention and 
treatment was done at the Hotel Marche. This was a 
pre-study visit to find out the situation of drugs and drug 
interactions in the East of DRC. About 18 participants 
from 3 NGOs and other institutions took part in the 
Forum. On the agenda there were two main session: (i)
How are NGOs of DRC Eastern Region contributing to 
drug and crime prevention? and (ii) Partner interaction 
and collaboration for better outcomes. Each Civil Socie-
ty presented their history, approaches, experiences, 
and challenges (see observations ») 
 

Mr Josué called each participant to be proactive and to 
use holistic appraoch in interventions. He said : « Our 
sustainable interventions as NGOs should focus on 
youth socio-economic integration ». 
 

Paul tackled briefly on the EA Network and WFAD. He 
also highlighted key points to consider while working on 
drug and crime prevention. Emphasis was put on pas-
sion, teamwork, and accountability. « We have to stand 
for socio-economic  and sustainable future of our com-
munities free from drug abuse in East and Central Afri-
ca », said Paul  
 

In his speech, Mr Elias urged DRC - Bukavu NGOs, to 
join efforts together with Burundian NGOs for the  com-
mon cause. He said: « It is a great opportunity to coor-
dinate efforts for drug and crime prevention in our re-
gion because Two Hands are better than One ». 
 

The forum ended with an agreement to organize one 

week capacity building forum once resources are avail-

able. 

Observation (s) 

The Eastern Region of the DRC 

is exacerbated by armed con-

flicts, which greatly open the 

doors to the trafficking and illicit 

sale of drugs and other psycho-

active substances. Most of this 

traffic is routed first to Burundi 

via the Northern Corridor in-

cluding: “Port of Mombassa, 

passing through Tanzania, 

Kobero (Tanzanian-Burundian 

border) up to Bujumbura”.  

Wrapping techniques are per-

formed to make them in little 

portable packages. Thus, un-

suspected traffickers, who are 

often youth and women, are 

used to transport them to the 

Burundian-Congolese borders, 

including Ruha or Gatumba. 

More often, unrecognized bor-

ders are used for this purpose.  

The armed groups and/or their 

collaborators transport and sell 

them in the mining sites located 

in the region; thus, the city of 

Uvira, Bukavu, and the sur-

rounding areas become poten-

tial store and sales outlets of 

those products. 

 

« Vision of the visit »  
 

« Acting together with local NGOs 

working in drug and crime 

prevention for community 

sustainable solution». 
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PARTICIPANTS  

Presentations and Discussion(s) 

 
         BURUNDI—BUJUMBURA                    DRC—BUKAVU 



Together we are st ronger,  expert ,  and winners   

Mr Felix of CFGL _ Member of WFAD since 2015.  

Cheer up, our success starts with you ! 
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Courtessy Visit in the Office of OPADEC, aiming to 

transform the DRC into Drug free Country  

Our real concern is to establish a national network of DRC NGOs 

intervening in drug and crime prevention and it is possible.  

 
         BURUNDI—BUJUMBURA                    DRC—BUKAVU 

Family  Photo of  OPADEC,  CFGL,  ADCI ,  AUDH,  

BLPC,  COB,  WFAD,  and L ia ison EAC  


