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Background 
 
International Humanitarian Law (IHL) distinguishes two types of armed conflicts: international 
armed conflicts between two or more states, and non-international armed conflicts between 
governmental forces and non-governmental armed groups, or between these groups (IFRC 
2008). Currently, there are more than 110 active armed conflicts, both international and non-
international, affecting people all over the world with some of them having started recently and 
others having gone on for more than 50 years (Geneva Academy 2022).  
 
Contemporary armed conflicts are characterized by urban warfare, i.e., a move of the fighting 
into the middle of cities, cyber operations, climate risks, and the threat of nuclear weapons (IFCR 
2022). However, a particularly worrying aspect of today’s armed conflicts is the growing threat 
of organized crime. While IHL dictates what can and cannot be done during an armed conflict, 
organized crime has not been at the center of attention of this regulatory framework 
(International Review of the Red Cross 2021). This is despite the fact that (transnational) 
organized crime plays a destabilizing role and contributes to ongoing conflict. As such, the Global 
Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime’s 2021 Global Organized Crime Index “shows 
that of the ten highest-scoring countries for criminality […], the overwhelming majority are 
countries experiencing conflict or fragility” (2022). 
 
A study brief by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the United Nations 
Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) notes that beyond undermining the monopoly of 
the State on the use of force, armed conflict also creates an environment that can enable 
organized crime to prosper. In this context, when hostilities cease and parties to a conflict move 
towards a peaceful resolution, the widespread availability of surplus arms and ammunition can 
contribute to a situation of ‘criminalized peace’ that obstructs sustainable peacebuilding efforts 
(UNODC/UNIDIR 2022). 
 
In the midst of all these challenges, many organizations and individuals are at the frontline in the 
fight against transnational organized crime in armed conflicts. These international organizations, 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), private sector companies, academic institutions and 
individuals are actively involved in promoting cyber and environmental security, combating the 
trafficking in persons, goods, cultural heritage as well as illicit flows of arms.  
 
 
About the conference 
 
The promotion of peace and security, i.e., the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG) 16, is a core pillar of the work of the International Security and Conflict Analysis Network 
(iSCAN). To contribute to this goal, the SOLVE Conference 2022 (SOLVE22) will be dedicated to 
exploring the links between armed conflicts and transnational organized crime and the threats 
thereof to the overall peace and security agenda.       
 

https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/assets/files/other/opinion-paper-armed-conflict.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/assets/files/other/opinion-paper-armed-conflict.pdf
https://geneva-academy.ch/galleries/today-s-armed-conflicts
file:///C:/Users/claudiawiesinger/Downloads/twelve_issues_for_2022_web.pdf
file:///C:/Users/claudiawiesinger/Downloads/twelve_issues_for_2022_web.pdf
https://international-review.icrc.org/call-for-papers
https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/illicit-economies-armed-conflict/
https://www.unodc.org/documents/firearms-protocol/2022/UNIDIR-UNODC_Adressing_the_linkages_between_illict_arms_organized_crime_and_armed_conflict.pdf


 

In recognition and celebration of the positive impact various stakeholders are making in response 
to transnational organized crime in armed conflicts, the SOLVE22 will serve as a forum to 
celebrate and showcase extraordinary work of stakeholders engaged in tackling organized crime 
in armed conflicts in an effort to creating positive impact to global peace and security challenges. 
The final outcome of SOLVE22 will be a compilation of best and promising practices, and      
recommendations for further actions.  
 
SOLVE22 will feature experts, practitioners and interested stakeholders from all sectors      
working or interested in making an impact in their communities and around the world on 
achieving peace and security.  
 
SOLVE22 will take place online over two days and will be held in English. 
 
Day One: 

• High-level opening remarks, stressing the importance of actions and showcasing good 
examples of impactful projects.  

• Workshops (see below) focusing on how to build on the good practices and address 
existing challenges.  

• Drafting of a SOLVE22 Declaration on the topic. The SOLVE22 Declaration will present a 
set of observations on transnational organized crime in armed conflicts and efforts to 
address them, as well as recommendations for further actions by various stakeholders. 

 
Day Two: 

• Workshops (continued) 

• Adoption and presentation of the SOLVE22 Declaration 

• Closing remarks  
 
Workshops  
 
The following Conference workshop topics focus on different aspects of transnational organized 
crime as a common feature of armed conflicts. SOLVE2022 will reflect on these and discuss how 
to protect those who are most vulnerable to this type of organized crime.  
 
Each Workshop is scheduled for 1.5 hours with a maximum of 25 participants each. Please note 
that each participant is allowed to register to a minimum of 2 Workshops to a maximum of 3 
Workshops on a first come, first serve basis.  
 
Workshop 1  Cyber Security  

→Potential focus on UN Cybercrime convention 
 
Workshop 2   Trafficking in persons in the context of armed conflicts  

→Focus on women and children (e.g., in Ukraine)       
 



 

Workshop 3  Crimes that affect the environment in armed conflicts      
→Potential focus on wildlife trafficking       

 
 
Workshop 4   Illicit trafficking and circulation of arms      

→Focus on the Middle East (e.g., Israel/Palestine)      
 

Workshop 5   Trafficking in cultural property  
→Focus on Africa (e.g., Mali) 

 
Workshop 6   Illicit financial flows 

→Focus on the role of financial institutions and corruption in armed 
conflicts 

 
 
How can I contribute to SOLVE22?  
 

o Organizations  
 

iSCAN is inviting organizations (international organizations, NGOs, academic institutions and 
private sector companies) that are implementing high-impact projects to participate in the 
Conference and showcase their work to the world. Organizations are invited to express interest 
in participating and/or leading a workshop. 
 
To express interest please use this link.  
 

o Individuals  
 
Individuals with skills in workshop moderation, translation, technical moderation, drafting, and 
reporting can express their interest to support the Conference with their skills. This will be done 
on a volunteer basis as a contribution to the Conference and its objectives.  
 
Contributors will receive a SOLVE22 certificate for their contribution.  
 
To express interest in supporting SOLVE22 in one of the following areas, please use this link: 
 

• Workshop moderator  

• Translator 

• Technical moderator 

• Rapporteur  

• Drafter of the SOLVE22 Declaration 

• Social Media  
 

https://linktr.ee/iscanvienna
https://linktr.ee/iscanvienna


 

 
Sponsors 
 
iSCAN invites organizations, companies, governments and individuals to support the Conference 
through financial contributions. Corporate sponsors (companies, organizations and 
governments) will be featured on the conference materials and the Conference webpage.  
 
Contributions can be sent to the following banking details using SOLVE22 as transaction reason: 
 
International Security and Conflict Analysis Network 
IBAN: AT19 2011 1841 6728 5300 
BIC/SWIFT: GIBAATWWXXX 
 
For questions or more information please contact us at: info@iscan-int.com  
 
 
General Application for the Conference 
 
Registration for SOLVE22 is required. Please submit your registration here by 1 December 2022. 
The Conference is provided free of charge. Voluntary contributions to the Conference are 
welcomed and appreciated. To make a voluntary contribution please see the information above. 
      
For inquiries please contact: Ms. Eleonora Neri, iSCAN Strategic Programme Coordinator, 
info@iscan-int.com 
 
For more information visit our website: https://iscan-int.org/ 
 

mailto:info@iscan-int.com
https://linktr.ee/iscanvienna
mailto:info@iscan-int.com
https://iscan-int.org/

